
December 2, 2020 
 

Winter Panther Athletics Update: 
 
On November 10, the Governor of Iowa, Kim Reynolds, announced new guidelines for Iowans 
to follow for athletic gatherings across the state. These have gone in effect as of November 11th 
and are always changing. We will be following those guidelines here at St. Mary’s. Additionally, 
we will follow those guidelines through the end of this year, regardless of whether or not the 
state extends the proclamation that currently expires on December 10th or not. Please continue 
reading to see all the protocols that will be in effect for events at The Panther Pit as of today. 
These may change in the days to come, so please check our school website and Athletic 
Facebook page before attending to stay informed of spectator expectations. 
 
Admission: 
The governor’s proclamation limits the amount of people that can attend each game to 2 
spectators per basketball player. We will be distributing tickets to our players and allowing them 
to give them to anyone they choose. Coaches, cheerleaders, and dance members will not be 
given additional tickets. All children, regardless of age MUST have a ticket to enter. The ticket 
does not cover the gate fee, but simply allows entry to a specific game. 
 
The gym will be cleared out at the conclusion of each game and fans with the proper tickets may 
re-enter for the next game. No one will be allowed in early. This will allow time to sanitize. 
 
Spectators: 
Fans will be asked to wear a mask at all times. Exceptions are to take a drink or to eat food 
purchased at our concession stand. No outside food will be allowed. Please be sure to wear 
your mask in a way that covers both your nose and mouth at all times. If you arrive and you’ve 
either forgotten a mask or do not have one, we will have some disposable masks available free 
of charge. Admission will be $5 for adults and $3 for students for Varsity and JV contests. 
Admission is $3/$2 for Middle School games. Exact change is preferred.  
 
Social distancing will be required. There will be seats marked off every six feet so that fans will 
know where to sit. We ask that those in the same household sit together.  
 
The visiting team will have access to our stage bleachers to allow them their own location to 
socially distance themselves and to watch the games going on. Masks will be required by those 
athletes. 



Players and Coaches: 
The only exception to a player not wearing a mask will be if they are actively playing in a game. 
Bench players will be required to mask up at all times. It is required to wear a mask while in the 
locker rooms. Coaches will be masked at all times with the quick exception of pulling it down to 
give instructions during the game. 
 
Officials: 
Each official has been informed of the protocols. They will not be required to wear a mask while 
the game is in progress. However, they will need to wear a mask when they arrive, when they 
leave, between games, and when warmups are happening.  
 
Scorer’s Table: 
All individuals at the scorer’s table will abide by the same rules. These include the scorekeeper, 
timekeeper, and home bookkeeper.  
 
Concessions: 
Our concession stand will be open. We will sell our regular items. The workers will be abiding by 
CDC Food Guidelines. Expect to see them with masks and gloves on when handling your food. 
We ask that you keep a few steps back from the next person in line as you wait to order.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It is important that you DO NOT ATTEND our games if: 
-You have any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 and/or a fever above 100 degrees 

-Cough, loss of taste/smell, fatigue, shortness of breath, nausea, sore throat, ETC. 
-You’ve come in contact with someone who’s tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 14 days 
-You’ve tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days 
-You’ve recently returned from out-of-state (country) in the last week 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Key Points When Attending Games: 
● Two-fans per basketball player. Physical ticket required for entry for specific games. 
● Masks required at all times. 
● 6-feet social distance required. 
● Gym will be cleared after every game. Entry and re-entry will occur during warmups of 

the following game. Early entry not allowed. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in our efforts to keep this community healthy. These policies will 
help keep our student-athletes both on the court and in the classroom. Thank you! 
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